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WASHINGTON  The end of  apartheid s tands as 
one of  the crowning accompl ishments  of  the last  
century,  but  we would not  have succeeded 
wi thout  the help of  internat ional  pressure.  There 
is  no greater  tes tament  to the basic  d igni ty of  
ordinary people everywhere than the divestment 
movement  of  the 1980s.  A s imi lar movement 
has taken shape recent ly,  th is  t ime aiming at  an 
end to the Is rael i  occupat ion of  Palest in ian 
ter r i tor ies.  W e should hope that  average 
c i t izens again  r ise to the occasion,  s ince the 
obstac les to a  renewed movement are  
surpassed only  by i ts  moral  urgency.  
 
Divestment  f rom apar theid South Af r ica  was 
fought at  the grass roots.  Rel ig ious  leaders 
informed thei r  fo l lowers,  union members 
pressured thei r  s tockho lders  and consumers  
quest ioned thei r  s tore-owners .  Students played 
an especial l y important  ro le by compel l ing  
univers i t ies to change thei r  port fo l ios .  
Eventual l y,  inst i tu t ions  pul led the f inancial  p lug,  
and the South  Af r ican government thought twice 
about i ts  pol ic ies .  
 
Moral  and f inancial  pressure is  again being 
mustered one person a t  a t ime.  In  the Uni ted 
States,  s tudents at  more than 40 campuses are 
demanding a  review of  univers i ty investments.  
Europe faces ef forts  ranging f rom consumer 
boycot ts  to arms embargoes.   These tact ics are 
not  the only  paral le ls  to  the st ruggle against  
apartheid South Af r ica.  Yesterday's  township 
dwel lers can te l l  you about today's  l i fe in the 
occupied ter r i tor ies.  To t ravel  only a few blocks 
in h is  own homeland,  an elder ly  grandfather  
wai ts  to beg for  the whim of  a teenage soldier.  
More than an emergency is  requi red to get  to a  
hospi ta l ;  less than a c r ime earns a  t r ip to ja i l .  
 
The lucky ones have a  permi t  to leave thei r  
squalor to work in  the c i t ies,  but  luck runs  out  
when securi ty  c loses al l  checkpoints ,  paralyzing 
an ent i re people .  The indigni t ies,  dependence 
and anger are  al l  too  fami l ia r.   I  am not the f i rs t  
South Af r ican to recognize the chi l l y reminder  of  
what we jus t  lef t .   Ronnie Kasr i ls  and Max 
Ozinsky,  two Jewish heroes  of  the ant i -
apartheid s truggle,  recent ly publ ished a let ter  
t i t led  "Not  in My Name." Signed by several  
hundred other  prominent Jewish South Af r icans,  
the let ter  drew an expl i c i t  analogy between 
apartheid and current  Israel i  pol ic ies .  
 
The wri ter  Mark Mathabane and former 
President  Nelson Mandela have also poin ted out  
the re levance of  the South Af r ican experience to 
the current  conf l ic t .   To cr i t ic ize  the occupat ion 
is  not  to  over look Is rael 's  unique st rengths,  jus t  
as protest ing the Vietnam W ar did not  imply 
ignoring the dis t inct  f reedoms and humani tar ian 

accompl ishments of  the Uni ted Sta tes.  In  a 
region where repressive governments and unjust  
pol ic ies are  the norm,  Israel  is  certa in ly more 
democrat ic  than most o f  i ts  neighbors.  This  
does not  make dismant l ing the set t lements any 
less of  a pr ior i ty .  
 
Divestment  f rom apar theid South Af r ica  was 
certa in ly no less just i f ied even though there was 
repression elsewhere on the Af r ican cont inent.  
Aggression is  no more palatable  at  the hands of  
a democrat ic  power.  Terr i to r ia l  ambi t ion  is  
equal ly  i l legal  whether i t  occurs in  s low mot ion,  
as wi th the Israel i  set t lers  in the occupied 
ter r i tor ies,  or  in b l i tzkr ieg fashion,  as wi th the 
I raqi  tanks in Kuwai t .  
 
A lmost inst inct i vely ,  the Jewish people have 
always been on the s ide of  the voiceless.  In 
thei r  h is tory,  there  is  painful  memory of  massive 
round-ups,  house demol i t ions and col lect i ve  
punishment.  In thei r  sc r ipture,  there is  acute 
empathy for the disenf ranchised. The 
occupat ion represents a dangerous and 
select ive amnesia of  the persecut ion f rom which 
these t radi t ions  were born.  
 
Not  everyone has forgot ten,  inc luding some 
wi th in  the mi l i ta ry.  The growing Is rael i  refusenik 
movement  evokes the smal l  ant i -conscr ipt ion 
dr ive  which helped turn  the t ide in  apar theid 
South Af r ica .  Several  hundred decorated Israe l i  
of f icers have refused to  perform mi l i tary service 
in the occupied ter r i tor ies.  Those individuals  not  
a l ready in pr ison have taken thei r  message on 
the road to  U.S. synagogues and campuses, 
r igh t ly arguing that  Israel  needs securi ty,  but  i t  
wi l l  never  have i t  as an occupying power.  
 
More than 35 new set t lements have been 
const ructed th is  year.  Each one is  a s tep away 
f rom the safety deserved by the Is rael is ,  and 
two steps away f rom the just ice  owed to  the 
Palest in ians.   I f  apartheid ended, so can the 
occupat ion,  but  the moral  force and 
internat ional  pressure wi l l  have to be jus t  as  
determined. The current  d ivestment ef fort  is  the 
f i rs t ,  though cer ta in ly  not  the only,  necessary 
move in that  d i rect ion.  
 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Pr ize in 1984 for his work 
against apartheid,  contributed this  comment 
to the International  Herald Tribune.  I t  was 
wri t ten in collaborat ion with Ian Urbina, 
associate editor  of the Middle East  Report,  
Washington.  
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