
 

Breaking Down the Wall 

of Silence:  

Voices We Need to Hear 
 

A Sabeel Conference                      

to inform and stimulate thoughtful                    

action toward a just resolution to the                

Palestine-Israel Conflict 

 

 

 

 

 

August 24th

 and 25
th, 2007 

Friday—1:00 PM—9:45 PM 

Saturday—8:00 AM—7:00 PM 

 

St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

Berkeley, California 

 

Co-Sponsors 
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose 

Episcopal Diocese of California 

Middle East Children’s Alliance 

St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church 

26-foot high Israeli Wall, northern Bethlehem 

Conference Topics 
Nonviolence 

Peace Building 

The Role of Sabeel 

Speaking up for Justice 

U.S. Foreign Policy 

Israeli Peace Movement 

Challenging Christian Zionism 

Educating Ourselves 

Caterpillar Lawsuit/Activism 

Overcoming Our Fear 

Coalition Building 
 

Premier Showing of Documentary Film 

produced by Ed Gaffney 

Holy Land: Common Ground 

We Welcome Co-Sponsors 
For the conference to be successful, we are asking 
area churches, community organizations and       
individuals to co-sponsor this event.  Your support           
of the conference will help with these expenses:     
publicity, materials, travel, speakers’ honoraria, 
scholarships.  The conference will include major 
presentations by invited speakers, multiple             
workshop sessions, and a Middle East buffet on  
Friday evening. We welcome your generous           
donation in a spirit of solidarity with Sabeel. 
   

How to be a Conference Co-sponsor 
Mail check payable to: Friends  of Sabeel, North 
America ( or FOSNA).  Mail to:  Friends of Sabeel—
North America, PO Box 9186, Portland, OR 97207. 
Include the following information:  Name of          
organization; contact name, mailing address, phone 
number, email.  Also indicate if you can help with 
publicity, provide housing (for presenters),          
transportation, volunteers for the event.    
 
Friends of Sabeel North America is a 501(c) 3  
nonprofit tax-exempt organization. Contributions 
are tax deductible.  IRS ID: 38-3419440 
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(Arabic for The Way) is a Jerusalem-based, 
ecumenical, international grassroots peace movement, 
initiated by Palestinian Christians, that promotes 
nonviolence, human rights, international law, 
democratic principles, and Gospel teaching on justice 
and peace building.  Sabeel.org 
 

Friends of Sabeel—North America 

is a member of Sabeel International, cultivating 
support of American churches through regional 
educational conferences, alternative pilgrimage and 
trips to the Holy Land.  FOSNA.org      
 

Sabeel Leadership 

The Most Rev. Desmond M. Tutu,  
  Nobel Laureate,  International Patron of Sabeel 

The Rev. Dr. Naim Ateek, Anglican  
  priest, President/Director of Sabeel 
  Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center in Jerusalem 

The Rev. Canon Richard K. Toll,  
  Chair, Friends of Sabeel–North America  
 

Sabeel Partner Organizations 

American Friends Service Committee 

Christian Peacemaker Teams, Hebron 

Churches for Middle East Peace 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship 

Middle East Fellowship 

Pax Christi USA 

Presbyterian Church USA 

US Campaign to End Israeli Occupation 

Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom 
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CHECK YOUR REGISTRATION PREFERENCES: 

�Check (enclosed)  �Visa  �MasterCard 

�$70 General Admission (full conference) 

�$40 Student/Seminarian/Low Income 
 (full conference) 

� Saturday-only program (half-price) 
 

Online Registration: www.fosna.org 
On-site parking—BART and Bus Accessible 

Conference Presenters-Partial List 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Jean Zaru—Palestinian Christian from 
Ramallah (West Bank); founding member of Sabeel; spiritual leader 
in the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers); member of the Interna-
tional Council of the World Conference for Religion and Peace; 
former president of the Jerusalem YWCA; author of A Christian Pal-
estinian Life: Faith and Struggle & Overcoming Direct and Structural 
Violence: Truth and Peacemaking in the Palestinian Experience. Rev. 
Dr. Fahed Abu-Akel—Moderator, 214th General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church USA; Palestinian from the village of Kuffer-
Yassif in Galilee; Executive Director of Atlanta Ministry with Inter-
national Students. Hisham Ahmad—Birzeit University in the 
West Bank, professor of politics at St. Mary’s, Moraga, CA. Muba-
rak Awad—Psychologist in Washington, D.C.; founder and direc-
tor of Nonviolence International, advocating peaceful solutions to 
the Palestine-Israel conflict.  Anna Baltzer—Jewish-American, 
granddaughter   of a Holocaust survivor; Fulbright scholar; volun-
teer with the International Women’s Peace Service; author of Wit-
ness in Palestine: Journal of a Jewish American Woman in the Occupied 
Territories; presentation covers checkpoints, settlements, demon-
strations, Israeli activism, environmental issues, the Separation Wall, 
and more. . Phyllis Bennis—Fellow of the Institute for Policy 
Studies focusing on Middle East and United Nations issues; has 
written widely on Palestine, Iraq, and U.S. domination of the U.N., 
including primers  on Palestine and Iraq; former co-chair of the U.S. 
Campaign to End Israeli Occupation. Chris Brown—former 
Christian Peacemaker Team member in Hebron.  Craig and 
Cindy Corrie—Parents of Rachel Corrie, 23,  of Olympia, WA, 
killed by an Israeli bulldozer in Rafah Camp, Gaza Strip, March 
2003. Mitchell Plitnick—Director, Jewish Voice for Peace. 
Mazin Qumsiyeh—(Qumsiyeh.org) Served  on the faculties of 
Duke and Yale Universities; on steering committee of the U.S. 
Campaign to End the Occupation; executive committee of Palestin-
ian American Congress (http://www.pac-national.org/) and board of 
the Association for One Democratic State in Israel/Palestine (one-
democratic-state.org).  His third and latest book is Sharing the Land 
of Canaan: Human Rights and the Israeli/Palestinian Struggle.   Rose-
mary Radford Ruether—Carpenter Emerita  Professor of Femi-
nist Theology at Pacific School of Religion; author of The Wrath of 
Jonah: The Crisis of Religious Nationalism in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
(2002) and Amerika, Amerika: Elect Nation and  Imperial Violence, 
scheduled for publication in June 2007.  Donald Wagner—
Professor of religion and Middle Eastern studies at North Park 
University in Chicago and executive director of the Center for 
Middle Eastern Studies; author of Anxious for Armageddon (1995) 
and Dying in the Land of Promise: Palestine and Palestinian Christianity 
from Pentecost to 2000 (2003). Stephen Zunes—Professor   of 
Politics/International Studies at the University of San Francisco, 
teaching courses on Middle Eastern and African politics, nonvio-
lence, conflict resolution, and globalization; prominent specialist on 
U.S. Middle East policy; author of Tinderbox: U.S. Middle East Policy 
and  the Roots of Terrorism. 
 

Palestinian girls in Manger Square, Bethlehem 


