


A Call to the Christian Churches

As millions around the world protest U.S. policy in
the Middle East, Christians in large numbers here at
home are organizing in their churches and com-
munities, working to educate themselves and others
about the Holy Land, to become more effective
advocates for justice and peace. Basic information is
needed in our churches to respond appropriately to
the Christian call to live “in truth” and to be peace-
makers. Friends of Sabeel—North America works to
help American Christians and their church leaders
do just that—Dby bringing the voice of the Palestinian
Christians to them.

Sabeel is an Arabic word which means “the way”
and recalls the Christians of first-century Palestine
who were called “the people of The Way.” The
Sabeel Center was founded in Jerusalem by mem-
bers of the churches of Palestine to foster under-
standing and peace. Friends of Sabeel organizations
have been established in North America, the United
Kingdom, France, Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia,
The Netherlands, and Oceania.

Friends of Sabeel—North America (FOSNA)

was formed to support the efforts of the Palestinian
Christians working with Sabeel in Jerusalem to
promote their cause for a “just peace” between
Palestinians and Israelis through principles with a
theological, moral, and legal basis—as explained
in the Jerusalem Sabeel Document.

The Jerusalem Sabeel Document is available free
online at www.fosna.org. You may also request the
document in booklet format by mail. Send your
name and address, along with $2.00 for each copy,
payable to:

Friends of Sabeel
North America

PO Box 9186
Portland, OR 97207
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A Theology for the Victims
of Injustice

“The Bible has been used by some western Christians
and Jews in a way that has supported injustice rather than
justice. Liberation theologians have seen the Bible as a
dynamic source for their understanding of liberation, but
if some parts of it are applied literally to our situation
today the Bible appears to offer to the Palestinians slavery
rather than freedom, injustice rather than justice, and
death to their national and political life.”

“The concept of God as inclusive in character and just in
all ways becomes clearer when one considers the recipients
of God’s justice. Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures and the
New Testament, God shows special concern for the under-
privileged, the disadvantaged, and the vulnerable.”

“Powerful rulers, in this case the leaders of the State of
Israel, . . . ought to take note of the biblical truth that
God's principal concern is for the victims of injustice.
Once this biblical and theological idea is understood,
it should produce political responsibility.”

from Justice and Only Justice:
A Palestinian Theology of Liberation

by The Rev. Dr. Naim Ateek,
Founder/Director of the Sabeel Ecumenical
Liberation Theology Center, Jerusalem

A SABEEL EVENT AT YOUR CHURCH can help people
to understand the complex issues of the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict and the profound message of justice and peace-
making in the Gospel. Consider one of the following:

e A Sabeel information table following worship services
with a display of educational materials including
books, videos, magazines, church news

e A Sabeel presentation for your church council, justice
and peace committee or other mission committee,
adult education class, youth education program, or
for the whole congregation

e A Sabeel educational series on a variety of topics
(history of the occupation, Palestinian Christian
history and heritage, etc.)

e A Sabeel/Church Partnership — forming an active
Sabeel church group, co-sponsoring a Sabeel
conference in your area, visiting the Holy Land

Contact us for materials and information:
(503) 653-6625
friends@fosna.org

“Blessed are the Peacemakers”
Matthew 5:9

Sabeel Programs:

e Pilgrimage and Witness Trips

e Regional/International Conferences

e Theological Education

e Interfaith Work and Coalition Building

Our Peace Partners:

e American Friends Service Committee

e American Jews for a Just Peace

e Christian Peacemaker Teams, Hebron

e Churches for Middle East Peace

e Episcopal Peace Fellowship

e Institute on Christian Zionism

e Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions
e Middle East Fellowship

e Pax Christi USA

e Presbyterian Church USA

e U.S. Campaign to End Israeli Occupation

Palestinian Christians, side by side with their
Muslim brothers and sisters in the West Bank,
Gaza, and East Jerusalem, are struggling to survive
over four decades of Israeli military occupation,
forced to live under the inhumane conditions
imposed by Israel’s apartheid system of concrete
walls, electrified fences, razor wire, and a matrix of
control of checkpoints, illegal settlements, and a
system of bypass roads. It is time to end the mili-
tary occupation and to establish a viable Palestinian
state with all the rights, duties and privileges of
other nations in the international community.

Join Sabeel

Complete and mail this form or donate online www.fosna.org
to join the movement of North American Christians making
change through prayerful action. Receive the quarterly
Cornerstone theological journal, newsletters and annual
appeals, notifications of regional and international con-
ferences, invitations for pilgrimage and witness trips, and
email alerts. Any donation amount includes a one-year
membership.
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